
Christian Education would like to invite every-
one to our 2nd Annual BBQ and Picnic at 
Stanley Park (15th and Princess) on Sunday 
June 7th following church. In case of rain we 
will hold the event at the church. The commit-
tee is supplying the hot dogs, buns, etc. and 
drinks. Families may bring either a snack type 
food, salad, vegetable tray, fruit, or dessert and 
their own lawn chairs. 
 
Other upcoming dates to note are: 

June 7th Grad Sunday 
 
 

Upcoming Events from Christian Education  

 

As of January 1st, 2012 there will be one 
U.C.W. unit as the units have joined to-
gether due to declining members. 
 
We feel that all ladies in our church are 
members of the United Church Women.   
Many women do not attend any unit meet-
ings. 
 
The meetings are a great place to get to 
know each other better and enjoy the 
friendship.  The general meeting is held on 
the first Tuesday of the month, with the unit 
meetings on the second Tuesday.  At the 

meetings we find out what is going on in our 
church.    
 
The ladies that help at funerals etc. do have 
a nice time visiting with each other while 
working.  Many hands make the work less.   
 
There are many members that are not able 
to help out but still enjoy attending the unit 
meetings.  The meetings are short and they 
often have fun activities followed by lunch.  

UCW NUMBERS DECLINING 

WE NEED YOU TO BRING WHITE GIFTS!   

Our White Gift Service will be held on De-
cember 11th and the Sunday School will 
be presenting their version of "Christ the 
Saviour is Born".  
  
During this special service, the Sunday 
School children will collect donations for 
their Christmas Cheer hampers.  Addition-
ally, a number of our youth will be sharing 
their musical and artistic talents.  You don't 
want to miss this annual Christmas event!  
 
White Gift Sunday is a special opportunity 
to give a gift of love and remind each other 
of the importance of generosity and sharing 
with others. 
 

Donations of both grocery items and gifts 
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WE NEED YOU TO BRING WHITE GIFTS! 

for hampers would be appreciated.  There is 
no need to wrap your gifts, but you may wish 
to re-use a grocery bag. 
 

Let's all take this opportunity to remember 
that it is better to give than to receive!   
 

UCW NUMBERS DECLINING 
As of January 1st, 2012 there will be one 
U.C.W. unit as the units have joined to-
gether due to declining members. 
 
We feel that all ladies in our church are 
members of the United Church Women.   
Many women do not attend any unit meet-
ings. 
 
The meetings are a great place to get to 
know each other better and enjoy the friend-
ships that develop.  The general meeting is 
held on the first Tuesday of the month, with 
the unit meetings on the second Tuesday.  

At the meetings we find out what is going 
on in our church.    
 
The ladies that help at funerals etc. do 
have a nice time visiting with each other 
while working.  Many hands make the 
work less.   
 
There are many members that are not 
able to help out but still enjoy attending 
the unit meetings.  The meetings are short 
and they often have fun activities followed 
by lunch. 



 

A MESSAGE FROM SHANNON 
Advent greetings to everyone; as we begin 
this season of waiting and soon will move into 
a new year, it is hard to believe that I have 
been in ministry here with you at Central for 
over five years.  They have been an amazing 
five years and I hope to have many more with 
you; in order to make sure that our ministry 
together is vital and current one of the things I 
need to do is make sure I am continually 
learning and growing in my ministry leader-
ship.   
 
In order to facilitate that I will be on sabbatical 
for three months this spring, beginning in April.  
During my sabbatical I will be participating in 
an education program for ministry leadership 
called “Courage to Lead”.  I will also be travel-
ling to Australia where I will do some sightsee-
ing as well as going on an outreach trip with 

Frontier services, a project of the United 
Church of Australia.   
 
I am still organizing my time and discerning 
what other reading and learning opportuni-
ties I can take part in during this time of re-
vitalization and sabbath.    
 
All ministers are eligible for a three month 
sabbatical every five years of continuous 
ministry; you will recall that Laird went on 
sabbatical in 2007.  This has been deter-
mined to be an important part of keeping 
ministers and ministries healthy and vital.    
 
I thank you for the opportunity and I look 
forward to sharing my learnings as our min-
istry together continues into the future. 

ceived the above letter at its November 
Meeting.   
 
The Board wishes to express its gratitude 
to the Men’s Group for the contributions 
they have made to the life and work of our 
Church over the past 20 years.  The AOTS 
Men’s Club donated $18,360.00 to the 
church (which was used to purchase equip-
ment that was not budgeted for) and 
$6,000.00 to other local charities, such as 
the Christmas Cheer Board and the Y’s 
Camp for Kids program. 
 
It is with deep and profound appreciation 
that we as a Board acknowledge, on behalf 
of the Congregation, the service you have 
exemplified and your generous support dur-
ing these past twenty years.  Though the 
Men’s group was never large in numbers, 
you were mighty in service; and for that we 
thank you. 

October 19, 2011 
 
The Official Board 
Central United Church 
Brandon, Manitoba 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
As of November 1, 2011 the Central United 
Church AOTS (As One That Serves) Men’s 
Club will be dissolved, due to the lack of 
younger men not being interested and some of 
our senior members aren’t able to attend the 
meetings anymore. 
 
We are hoping to meet once a month for coffee 
or lunch. 
 
Yours in AOTS 
Raymond Coxe (Secretary) 
 
It was with regret that the Official Board re-
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AOTS MEN’S CLUB DISBANDING 
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The Social Outreach Committee consists of 
six volunteers as well as Rev Shannon 
McCarthy.  The members are Ray Eikanger, 
Shannon Leachman, Donna Pearen,  
Roberta Baskier, Candis Rose and Vonnie 
Coates. 
 
This committee strives to help the less fortu-
nate in our community through two major pro-
jects, Christmas Cheer Hampers and Meals 
on Wheels delivery.   They also contribute to 
a variety of other projects such as Y-Kids, 
Helping Hands, Food for Thought, Angel 
Tree, the BRHA Benevolent Fund, run by  the 
7th Street Access.  As well, we  help individu-
als in who are unable to get assistance else-
where by providing bus tickets, lodging or 
food. 
 
We have a variety of revenue streams for our 
hampers.  This year, we  
♦ sold donuts and coffee at the Central 

United garage sale   $  55.50 
♦ V&M Summer luncheon $306.04 
♦ Bake sale   $446.50 
 
As well, we rely on the generosity of the con-
gregation to deliver the 50 hampers from 
Central.  Last year our donations were 
$3817.22.  Our costs were $3847.80.  Please 
watch for the donation envelopes in Decem-
ber and we thank you in advance for your do-

GREETINGS FROM SOCIAL OUTREACH 
nation to Christmas Cheer hampers.  We also 
need help to pack and deliver hampers in the 
church auditorium on Tuesday, December 
20th.  Lists will go up in December and if you 
wish to help in any way please sign up. 
 
Another important project of Social Outreach 
is delivery of “Meals on Wheels” every Tues-
day and Thursday during the month of May.  
The meals are prepared and picked up at 
Prairie Oasis at noon.  The need for drivers is 
always great.  Once again, if  you have some 
free time, please consider driving for “Meals 
on Wheels”. 
 
In closing, if you can help by packing, deliv-
ery, or donating for Christmas Cheer Ham-
pers, please contact the office or any of our 
committee. 
 
Blessings of the season to you and yours. 
 
Submitted by Vonnie Coates 
 
 

White Gift Service    December 11th at 11:00am 
Christmas Eve Candlelighting Service December 24th at 7:00pm 
Christmas Day Service   December 25th at 11:00am 
New Year’s Day Service   January 1st at 11:00am 
 

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
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Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ 
 
I promised to have this missive for the mail-
ing done by noon today for Sandra; but as I 
look out my office window I see that the De-
cember darkness has already started to de-
scend on the alley outside my office window; 
which gives me an idea for what I’m about to 
share with you. 
 
Biblically speaking, darkness is the pits.  In 
the Old Testament, light stands for life and 
darkness for death.  Sheol is dark as hell.  
When God is angry with people, they’re 
plunged into darkness.  Locusts darken the 
land.  People grope in the dark without light, 
for the day of the Lord is darkness and not 
light. 
 
In the New Testament, light stands for knowl-
edge and darkness for ignorance.  When the 
true light comes into the world, the world 
doesn’t know him.  He’s come so that every-
one who believes in him shouldn’t remain in 
the darkness, but they loved darkness more 
than light.  On the day he dies, darkness de-
scends on the land from noon until three.  
First John sums it up: “God is light and in him 
there is no darkness at all.” 
 
Or, in the vernacular of the sign of a Winni-
peg church, “If you cut God’s light off, you’ll 
sitting in the dark with the devil.” 
 
This strikes me as a problematic teaching in 
the midst of Advent, the church season of 
deepening darkness, when Christians are 
asked to remember that we measure time 
differently than the dominant secular culture 
in which we live.  We begin our year when 
the days are getting darker, not lighter.  We 
count sunset as the beginning of a new day.  
However things appear to our naked eyes, 
we trust that the seeds of light are planted in 
darkness, where they sprout and grow we 
know not how.  The darkness is necessary to 
new life, even when it is uncomfortable and 
goes on too long. 
 
Ask any expectant mother if she wants her 
baby to come early and she’ll say no, she 

doesn’t.  As badly as her back hurts, as long 
as it’s been since she last saw her own toes, 
she’s willing to wait because the baby isn’t 
ready yet.  The eyelashes are ready, but not 
the fingernails.  The kidneys are ready, but not 
the lungs.  Those wing-shaped sacks are still 
preparing to make the leap from fluid to air.  
There’s still more time to do in the dusky 
womb, where the baby is growing like a seed 
in the dark. 
 
The child’s parents may never be ready, espe-
cially if this is their first.  They want this; they 
are terrified of this.  They planned for this; 
they can’t imagine how this happened.  Mean-
while, they have a few baby-less weeks to go, 
which can put to good use.  They can make 
sure the nursery is ready.  They can learn to 
sing some lullabies.  They can think about 
what it means to bring a human being into the 
world, and what it will take to raise this child 
up into his or her full humanity.  All they can-
not do is hold a baby in the light, because the 
baby is still in the dark. 
 
The church waits like this during Advent—
mulishly refusing to sing the songs pouring 
from loudspeakers at every shopping mall, 
stubbornly counting the days, puritanically de-
clining to open any presents—because the 
baby isn’t ready yet, which means that we 
aren’t ready yet either.  We have some time in 
the dark left to go. 
 
There’s one word for darkness in the Bible 
that stands out from the rest.  It shows up in 
the book of Exodus, at the foot of Mount Sinai, 
right after God has delivered Torah/ instruc-
tion to the people: “Then the people stood at a 
distance, while Moses drew near to the thick 
darkness where God was” (Ex 20:21). 
 
This is araphel, my bible dictionary tells me, 
the thick darkness that indicates God’s pres-
ence as surely as the brightness of God’s 
glory—something God later clarifies through 
the prophet Isaiah, in case anyone missed it 
earlier.  “I am the LORD, and there is no 
other.  I form light and create darkness, I 
make weal and create woe; I the LORD do all 
these things” (Isa 45:6-7). (cont’d next page) 
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Christmas Cheer Hamper Content Ideas: 
 
Food Items: 
Breakfast Cereal    Juice (1 or 2L) 
Canned vegetables    Canned fruit 
Crackers     Jam or Jelly 
Peanut Butter    Cheese Whiz 
Tea Bags      Coffee 
Cookies     Fruit Cake 
Cranberry Sauce    Stove Top Stuffing 
Canned Ham     Applesauce 
Pasta      Tomato Sauce 
Baby Food     Soup 
Pork and Beans    Jello or Pudding powder  
Cake Mix     Canned Meat or fish  
Candy      Fryer – Chicken or Turkey 
Oranges     Potatoes 
Carrots      Buns 
Milk      Eggs 
 
Gift Ideas: 
 
Gifts for children     Stuffed toy 
Small stocking stuffer   Book/colouring book and crayons 
Knitted Mittens/Knitted Articles/Socks Movie Pass (teens) 
Gifts for adults 

 
  

(continued from previous page) 
 
Here’s a helpful reminder to all who fear the 
dark.  Darkness doesn’t come from a different 
God.  The long nights of Advent and the early 
mornings of Easter both point us toward the 
God for whom darkness and light are alike.  
Both are fertile seasons for those who walk by 
faith and not by sight. 
 
Even in the dark, the seed sprouts and 
grows—we know not how—while God goes 
on giving birth to the truly human in Christ and 
in us.  Blessed be! 
 
Shalom 



If you would like to receive this newsletter by 
email, please let us know by contacting us at  

centralu@mts.net 
 

THE THREE WISE WOMEN 
 

If it had been three wise women instead of men, 
they would have asked for directions, arrived on 
time, helped deliver the baby, cleaned the sta-
ble, made a casserole and brought disposable 

diapers as gifts! 
 

327 8th Street 
Brandon, MB 
R7A 3X5 
 
Phone: 204-727-0577 
Fax: 204-727-8764 
E-mail: centralu@mts.net 

C E N T R A L  

U N I T E D  C H U R C H  

A church with a heart  
in the heart of the city 

WATCH FOR OUR NEW 
WEBSITE  AT 

WWW.BRANDONCHURCH.CA 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE UPDATE 
 
December 4th   We will start Sunday School at 11:00- 11:40 and then go upstairs to do a  
   craft as part of the 40/40 service that is taking place. This is our last Sunday 
   morning to finish planning and practicing for our concert! We will have  
   choir practice as well to learn the third verse of our song.  I will need to know 
   by Wed. Dec. 7th who is performing and what they are doing to make up the 
   program in time for printing.  

 
Dec.8th   at 4:00 and Dec. 10th at 1:00 are still our rehearsal times. 
 
Dec. 11th   see attached list of ideas as to what you could bring for our White Gift offer
   ing this year that will be donated to the Christmas cheer. Do not wrap items, 
   just bring in a “white bag”! 
 
Dec 11th   Meet downstairs at 10:30 to get ready. Concert starts at 11. We will have a 
   pizza party after! 
 
Dec.18th   We still need a family to read and light the candles for the 4th Sunday of Ad
   vent. This is a group class. 


